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Date: : 27 March 2013

Dear Mr Sangster,

It has been brought to the attention of the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) (formerly the
Criminal Records Bureau) that your website Is advising interpreters that they can contact Access
Personal Checking Services (ACPS) to obtain a CRB Standard Disclosure to support thelr NRPSI
Registration. Please find enclosed a copy of your information sheet.

It might be helpful if | explain that current legisiation does not allow the self-employed or individuals
to apply for a DBS check on themselves. This is because they cannot ask an exempted question of
themselves. Only recruiting organisations can ask the exempted question so they can assess an
applicant’s suitability for a role as defined in the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions)

Order 1975.

A request for a person to reveal their full criminal history Is known as an 'exempted question, An
exempted question is any question asked by or on behaif of someone In the course of the duties of
their office or employment to assess suitability for a role {described in the Rehabilitation of Offenders
Act 1974 (Exceptions) Order 1975) with regard to spent convictions. These roles usually involving
working with children and or vulnerable adults or work in other regulated positions such as the

teaching profession.

Furthermore, Home Office Circular 17/2006 - Use of interpreters within the Criminal Justice System
clearly lays out the standards which are expected to be met when making suitability decisions
regarding the use of interpreters. Within thls document at section 5 it states:

Interpreters working in a court or police station should, wherever possible, be registered with the
National Register of Public Service Interpreters (NRPSI) or the Council for the Advancement of
Communication with Deaf People. If, In an Individual case, it is not possible to select an Interpreter
from these registers, checks should be carried out to ensure that the interpreter selected meets
standards at least equal to those required for registration, in terms of academic qualifications and
proven experlence of interpreting within the criminal justice system and professional accountabliity.

it goes on to state at sectlon 8:
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Interpreting as an oceupation does not entail entitlement to criminal record checks under the
Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 Exceptions Order, However those employed "to assist the
constables of a pollce force” are covered by the Exceptions Order.

Therefore, in line with the requirements set out in this circular, If interpreters are Involved in
assisting police constables, as lald out in ROA (Exceptions) Order Part ll, section 6, then eligibility
exists for a Standard level DBS check only. Eligibility for the Standard level check could only exist if a
suitability decision was being made by an employer to employ an interpreter.

In light of the ahove, | would ask that you clarify the statement on your Security Clearance
Information Sheet that suggests that all interpreters wishing to reglster with NRPS| can obtain
standard checks through APCS,

I look forward to receiving your reply at your earliest convenlience.

Yours sincerely,

Senior Caseworker o
DBS Customer Services

Page 2 of 2




2102 1290100 ‘PayWI [SJEN ©

(ma1nas jo uonajdwoos uodn panssi aq

M saulepING pasinay s3o9yd A1UNoas uo ainpadsosd pue Asijod INo Buimainal AfJua1Ing ase SM) "S9UBISWINDLLD
ou10ads 1oy} ul jiom 0} paxoayo Alendosdde ae siajasdiaiul ains Hew o} Jahojdws ays jo Aliqisucdsal ayy Si Y

"INSO0SIQ YD JNOA Ulim SN 8pIn0.d JO SR 19BIU0D OF PasUl JOU {jta NOA pue paJeslo a1 NOA 99UC SN ULOUI M SOJY “UORELSIBaY
[SJYN JnoA poddns 0} amnsopsiq piepuels gyo aiinba noA 1eus SOV LUOUI ¢} BUNSUS 8SEald "N CI SN0 OPI0TBI[EUILLILD MMM
SI ausgem nByl) Gill £¥9 SPB0 UC suoydel Aq (SDdy) SSOWSS BUDRBUD [RUOSIS4 SSS00Y JOBJUOD UBD NOA T

"aHO 9yl 01 Apoaup Aldde Jouued sEnpIApu;
Teu sjou ases|d "2insoesiq gHO e Joy Aidde o} eige 8q Aew noA yoiym ybnoays “eere 1noA ui Apog eluquun ue puly UB2 NOA a18UM

/URIE35-n/Op-aM=-1BUM/(IO-INGUE/QI0/S3IPCY-DlqRG-S0 0 U8 DEHN ACD SOLJ0SLIOU MMM, /-011
e alsgem s SWOH 3yt usia Rew nox (L

OHON SINSOPSI] PIEPUEIS G4 € 10] BUAjddy

alnso[osi(y diseqg gy 3y} 1daooe Jou op am Jeyl 910U 3Se3|d L INVLHOLNI
"(ssunsojosiq paouByUg pueloog gyo Bunsixe 1deose ose am ajou SSE3]J) PIEPURIS — PUBLOOS AUNSORSIC) GHY =

“(saunsojosiq pasueyuz gyO Bunsixe 1500e OS[E aMm 210U SSBA]J) SORON SINSOSI] PIEPUELS gun e

"(juawnoop [eulBLIO By} 835 0] PIdU LM M PUR SLIUOW
C1 58] 3y} uiynm pajep 3q Isnuw asay jey; ajou aseald) $Hivey) neaung spioosy [eununsd) Suimojoy ayy idacoe OS[E 3

"(ourseaio 3 Jo aTep Adxa ay) pue pases|o aiem noA 37ER Y1 5PN ISNW S2UaPpUOUSaLIco SIYY) NOA pases
SARY Oum uoEZIURBIO S WO ([fewr-a JO JONa() UORBULLLIOD USPIM SN pUas ases|d - 1oybiy Jo %29y JSUOLIBY N0 JINd -
"(soueregD 8y
Jo arep Andxs 311 pue pales|o a19m NOA aTep oy} Spnfoul 1snuw souspuodsaLiod sil) nok pasesio aney oym 22104 aanod ayr o
(Irew-s Jo Jagay) UOTBLLILUOS USILM SN pues aseald - ¢ 10 g [ana (Bumen jeuuosiay S0UO4-UON) AddN 21 SOUBIEA[D S0OF  »
e
Jas16aY [euoneN oy uo uoisnjaul 104 Siqeldecoe ase Buimoyyo; auy sesnuard
41y} ue Buppom jpuuesiad 10} ssoueIeslo AlUnoss apiaold |[IM SO0 SWOH AL PUE $99104 0104 SB Yons sashojduws swog

SSoUEIEs}) 9[edao0y

“si9jeudidiul Ag papinosd ag 1SNW JUSLINIOD SOUBESD Aunoas pirea © uogeasibal 10} sjuawainbal sy ypm Adwos o Japio u]

133HS NOLLVWHOLNI - IONVHVI 1D ALIHND3S



